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Flooded, a photo essay and multisensory installation by Heami Lee, Allie Wist, C.C. Buckley and 

Rebecca Bartoshesky, is part of Visions of the Future, a new initiative of Honolulu Biennial 

Foundation. Exhibited in the heart of Waikīkī, Flooded is a vision which fuses climate change 

landscapes with food, and reveals the intimacy between our collective pasts and our possible 

futures. Inspired by sea level rise and coastal flooding, the work oscillates between the dystopic 

and utopic, exploring ideas of adaptation, solastalgia, and baseline shifting—how we react to 

change over time. These creations function as visible shadows and future artifacts of our 

changing planet.  

 

The work is part of a series entitled Shift which combines documentary photography, studio 

food photography, design, and other multimedia to assume new baselines, gestures of gradual 

change over time and across space, linking distant environments and historic states of both 

body and earth with our everyday lives.  

 

Baseline Shifting: This theory, coined by Daniel Pauly in his 1995 paper “Anecdotes and the 

Shifting Baseline Syndrome of Fisheries,” broadly implies that there is some sort of change 

through time, but along the way, we set new baselines for evaluating the magnitude of that 

change. In each generation, or span of time, we only see small change, even if the system as a 

whole is changing substantially. The change is forgotten, and this leads to collective amnesia of 

what is normal. Pauly’s theory has largely been applied to ocean ecosystems, but can be 

expanded to many phenomena occurring due to climate change. Our work adds to the existing 

interpretations of baseline shifting by helping to visualize these types of elusive environmental 

change over time. 

 

http://www.shiffft.com/
http://www.shiffft.com/


 
Solastalgia: Philosopher Glenn Albrecht introduced this term in a 2003 paper in order to 

articulate the distress caused by changes to the environment. The word itself fuses the ideas of 

nostalgia and solace, and essentially encapsulates a feeling of longing or pain connected to a 

place that has changed or is under threat. Albrecht saw it as “a form of homesickness one gets 

when one is still at ‘home.’” 

 

Visions of the Future - a new initiative by Honolulu Biennial Foundation 

Honolulu Biennial Foundation (HBF), a 501c3 arts and culture organization dedicated to 

celebrating contemporary art from the cultures linked by the Pacific Ocean, is pleased to 

announce Visions of the Future,  a new programming initiative to complement the Honolulu 

Biennial, its international contemporary art festival and primary program.  Presented between 

biennial festivals, Visions of the Future will be a series of exhibitions, public programs and 

creative initiatives examining our most basic needs and what unites humanity globally, 

debuting with a focus on food through the work of Heami Lee, Allie Wist, C.C. Buckley and 

Rebecca Bartoshesky with their Flooded photography series and complementing, 

ecologically-responsive installations. Flooded, the first Visions of the Future initiative, will be 

complemented by a robust public programming series that will run concurrent with the 

exhibition. Details on programming, which include a public opening party, artist talks, guided 

tours, panel discussions, art making workshops for kids and more,  will be announced in early 

March. 

 

This exhibit is made possible through the generous support of 
Luxury Row 
The Taiji and Naoko Terasaki Family Foundation 
Prince Waikiki 
Alaska Airlines  
Aesop 
 
Artist Bios 
Allie Wist is an artist, art director, and independent researcher from Brooklyn, NY whose work 
is anchored in food culture, food systems, and climate change. She received her MA from NYU 
in Food Studies and was most recently an art director at Saveur Magazine. She currently 
teaches food and performance art at NYU.  
 
Rebecca Bartoshesky is a New York based prop and interior stylist. Born on the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland, Rebecca moved to New York City to attend FIT. After graduating with a BFA in 
Interior Design, she turned the tide and began her career in prop styling. Arranging objects and 
creating environments that tell a story bring her joy. When she’s not on set she can be found 
climbing over fences. 
 



 
CC Buckley is an herbalist and food stylist who envisions plants as crucial partners and allies in a 
healthful future. She is currently working on a book about medicinal plants for Roost. 
 
Heami Lee was born in Seoul, South Korea and moved with her family to Queens, New York 
when she was five. Now Brooklyn-based, the photographer’s images focus on portraits, food, 
travel, interiors, and still-lifes. When she’s not photographing she can be found sipping 
cappuccinos while people watching. 
 

About Honolulu Biennial Foundation  

Honolulu Biennial Foundation (HBF) supports the local arts infrastructure with a global outreach 

by presenting a new arts festival, the Honolulu Biennial. The launch of Honolulu Biennial marks 

Hawaii’s first entry into the international biennial circuit. Honolulu Biennial will focus on art 

from the Pacific, the Asian continent and the Americas.  

 

Throughout the year, HBF serves the local community by presenting educational outreach 

programs, with an emphasis on programming for Hawaii’s youth as well as exhibitions and 

professional development opportunities for the local arts community To learn more, please 

visit: www.honolulubiennial.org  

 

Photo captions: 

Flooded (2016). Photography by Heami Lee, art direction by Allie Wist, food styling by C.C. 

Buckley, prop styling by Rebecca Bartoshesky 
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